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THE LIVING FINISH
A proprietary process developed at Ore that creates a natural living 
patina on the surface of our planters. The finishes effectively mimic  
the familiar characteristics of old-world planters without the 
toxicity of lead and vulnerability of thin-gauge zinc.

LIVING FINISHES ™

The applied patina process is the acceleration of the natural oxidation 
of metal in order to achieve the intended color and desired texture 
variation. It’s important to understand that this process begins the 
creation of a living finish that will continue to evolve over time. 

UPON ARRIVAL OVER TIME

1017  |  Stilt in Oxidized Zinc Patina

NOTE: Environmental conditions like coastal or dry climates and direct or indirect  
sun and water contact can accelerate or slow the changes in the finish over time.  
These variations and the evolution of the living finish are the things that give 
natural patina metal the rich, timeless beauty found all over the world. The rate 
of change and oxidation of patinas are dependent upon environmental factors. 

* Natural Rust Patina is likely to transfer color onto 
lightly-colored and/or sensitive surfaces below.

** Living Finishes will vary and change in pattern and color.  
     Rate of change is dependent on environmental factors. NATURAL RUST PATINA OXIDIZED ZINC PATINA
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NATURAL RUST PATINA 

OXIDIZED ZINC PATINA

While there is no substitute for the unique characteristics and  
authentic weathered aesthetic of a Living Finish, we have several  
standard powder coat options similar in color to the natural patinas.

LIVING FINISH

CHARCOAL GRAY

ALTERNATIVE

POWDER COAT RUST

METALLIC SILVER

HAMMERED BRONZE

POWDER COAT ALTERNATIVES

LIVING FINISHES ™

These options are recommended for customers who would like a  
natural feel without the evolving nature of the patina oxidation.
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Ore products are made with superior, thoughtfully sourced materials 
meant to maximize both appearance and durability. The following 
recommendations will help keep your items looking and performing 
beautifully over time. 

CARE AND MAINTENANCE

LIVING FINISHES ™

Ore’s zinc patina is an oxidization of aluminum that  
has the appearance of oxidized zinc. 

Zinc patina is susceptible to stains and cannot be 
cleaned with solvents, abrasive cleaners, or scrubbing  
of any kind. Light rinsing is the only recommended 
cleaning treatment to avoid disturbing the appearance 
of zinc patina. 

Ore products featuring a natural rust patina are  
designed to form a weathered, naturally oxidized  
coating when exposed to atmospheric elements. 

Natural rust patina requires little maintenance.  
If cleaning is required, a low-pressure water rinse is the 
only recommended treatment to minimize damage to 
the patina appearance. Please note that transfer of the 
color from the rust patina may stain other surfaces. 

NATURAL RUST PATINA OXIDIZED ZINC PATINA
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Upon receiving a product with a Living Finish, the color and variation  
of the finish will be darker and more consistent in comparison to an 
aged patina finish.

WHAT TO EXPECT

LIVING FINISHES ™

Products in an Oxidized Zinc Patina finish may vary  
in color and streak pattern, depending on the  
environmental factors listed below:

• Temperature and Humidity
• Sun Exposure
• Water Exposure

Zinc color ranges from dark to light gray, with possible 
blue-gray hues. Streak pattern can range from uniform 
color to vertical striping. 

* Indoor planting may result in longer evolution and retention of 
   color and pattern. 

Products in a Natural Rust Patina finish may vary  
in color and streak pattern, depending on the  
environmental factors listed below:
 
• Temperature and Humidity
• Sun Exposure
• Water Exposure

Rust color ranges from dark brown to rust orange. Streak 
pattern can range from uniform color to vertical striping 
or unique lines and shape.

* Indoor planting is not recommended due to surface staining.

NATURAL RUST PATINA OXIDIZED ZINC PATINA
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